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We the Christians, all know that the Holy Bible is the Word of God, holy, pure, clean, and 

free from any falsification or corruption. The Word of God is so powerful, it convicts the hearts 
of evil people because the devil has so possessed their minds, and they cannot withstand the 
power of God. Even back to the early Church heretics the likes of the Nicklotians during the time 
of the Apostles as stated in the Book of Revelation, ~95 A.D.; Agnostics in the first and second 
centuries, Arios around 320 A.D; Macedonius and Nestorius (“Nastoor”) around 380 A.D. 
(Fourth Century) arguing and fighting against the knowledge of God stated in the bible.  The 
Bible advice is to avoid these heretics and by doing so, you are obeying the commandment: "But 
avoid foolish and ignorant disputes, knowing that they generate strife." (2 Timothy 2:22-24) 

 
The enemies of the Word of God have been looking for a fault in the Bible, something that 

does not exist. They are looking for a bible according to their own desires. They invented Peter's 
Bible, Barnabas' Bible, Thomas' Bible, etc.All were proven to be hoax, forgeries, falsifications. 
We are sorry that what we have is pure and clean, and does not satisfy their desires and lust. Paul 
the Apostle answers them saying: "But even if we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other 
gospel to you than what we have preached to you, let him be accursed. As we have said before, 
so now I say again, if anyone preaches any other gospel to you than what you have received, let 
him be accursed. For do I now persuade men, or God? Or do I seek to please men? For if I still 
pleased men, I would not be a bondservant of Christ." (Galatians 1:8-10).  And he also says 
about the Bible: "All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for 
reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness," (2 Timothy 3:15)  

 
Our Bible (The New Testament) consists of 27 Books, 9 Authors. (Matthew, Mark, Luke, 

John, Acts, Paul's Epistles (14), Peter (2), John (3), James (1), Jude(1), Revelation (1). The New 
Testament is the Book of Good News of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. Just the first sentence: 
"Son of God" drives the enemies of the Bible mad, because they do not want to accept that. The 
followers of Monophysicm (One Manifestation) like Arios and Nastor do not like the words: Son 
of God, the Son, God in the Flesh, Became man, etc. They call it apostasy ('Kofrr') and Heresy 
{'Ishraak'). The rest of their argument is the effect of the cause of their disagreement. Sorry, no 
one can help them here: Jesus said: ”Therefore I speak to them in parables, because seeing they 
do not see, and hearing they do not hear, nor do they understand. And in them the prophecy of 
Isaiah is fulfilled, which says:  

 
"Hearing you will hear and shall not understand,  and seeing you will see and not perceive; 

For the hearts of this people have grown dull.  Their ears are hard of hearing, And their eyes they 
have closed, Lest they should see with their eyes and hear with their ears, Lest they should 
understand with their hearts and turn, So that I should heal them.' (Matthew 13:13-15) 

 
The Holy Bible was written by the Disciples and Apostles ("Hawaryeen") of Christ in 

Greek. These Disciples of Christ wrote at different times and they directed their writing to 
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different nations and different parts of the world that was known to them at the time, basically 
Europe (Romans), Asia , North Africa, and the Middle East (Jews and Gentiles), as follows: 

 
1. Matthew was very Jewish, he wrote the Gospel, Good News to the Jews before 63 AD; 
2. Mark (The First Bishop of Alexandria and all Egypt) was an Evangelist to Gentiles (Romans, 

and North Africans) so he wrote in a style directed to the Roman mind; before 54 AD. 
Considered the earliest writings. 

3. Luke was a Greek (Gentile) physician and painter (artist) so he wrote beautiful long chapters 
explaining in details the holy birth, and the Miracles in more details; before 63 AD; and he 
also wrote a Book about the Acts of the Disciples and Apostoles of Jesus Christ called the 
Book of Acts and is the fifth Book in the New Testament. 

4. John is the theologian, and the beloved, so he wrote his gospel explaining the divinity of 
Jesus Christ, the Logos (Word) of God who was with the Father before all ages (begotten not 
made). St. John titled the "Beloved" and the "Divine" lived longer and he wrote the Gospel 
According to John around 95 AD. He also wrote a Book of prophecy, fore telling of future 
event referred to as the Book of Revelation that became the last Book in the Bible. 

5. The Rest of the New Testaments is as follows: 14 Epistles (Letters) of St. Paul,  2 Epistles of 
St. Peter, 3 Epistles of St. John, 1 Epistle of St. James, 1 Epistle of St. Jude. A total of 26 
books.  

 
The Christian Bible (Old and New Testament) was written by men of God inspired by the 

Holy Spirit of God. There was no verification, synchronization, or double checks between the 
authors. That is why, especially in the 4 Gosples (Good News of Jesus Christ the Son of God) 
there can be slight differences in the way of telling one event in the life of Jesus. Also, we know 
that the writers of the Gospel did not follow a script, each wrote what he remeberd and knew 
from the life of Jesus and specifically, St. John the Beloved of Jesus Christ wrote: "And there 
are also many other things that Jesus did, which if they were written one by one, I suppose that 
even the world itself could not contain the books that would be written. Amen." (John  21:25). 

 
So, the bible is a Book of life of faith and is not a Book of Legal Statement. To accept the 

Bible is by faith to either believe the theological and divine knowledge it presents or to reject it. 
If one rejects it, there is no use in discussing or arguing about it. 

 
The original writing of the Old Testament was in Hebrew (66 Books), the Language of the 

Jews, and the New Testament (26 Books) was originally written in Greek, the most common 
language in the time of Christ and the disciples and apostoles all the way to the Rise of Islam in 
642 AD, when Arabic became a common language used in Islamic Countries from the Ocean to 
the Gulf.. The Books were originally written on parches of paper (Papyrus) or the skin of sheep 
as a telling of a story or a message that was not numbered. The Division of a Book into Chapters 
and Phrases happened in modern times. The Jews verified the authenticity of their Books by 
counting the number of letters, so if the number of letters in a copy was not equal to the known 
number, it was used as an indication that the Transcript (Copy of Original) is not authentic, not 
proper. There was no such verification of the New Testament. The only verification was by 
comparison of a copy to the parchement, skin it was copied from. The distribution of the written 
word was limited because of the difficulty of transcriping (copying) until the print press was 
invented by a German inventor, John Gottenberg in the 16th Century.  
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The way the Bible was copied was through the Churches at the time. The early Church was 
organized as a hierarchy of Patriarchs, Metropolitans, Bishops, Priests, and Deacons as early as 
150 AD. The heads of the heirarchy were responsible for making copies for the Churches. 
Wealthy individuals were able to commission their own copies, but for the most part, people 
heard the Gospel in the Church when it was read by the leaders of the congregations: Bishops, 
Priests, and deacons. This was done very carefully and methodically, so that not to miss a word 
or an iota (letter). 

 
There are three very early copies that are traced back to the Fourth Century AD: 1) St. 

Catherine Monastery (Sinai Manuscript); 2) Vatican  Manuscript; 3) British Museum, now 
British Library Manuscript. See Figure 1. They are exactly the same word for word. The Coptic 
Version was translated from Greek by the Fathers of the School of Alexandria, and the Arabic 
was translated from Coptic by the Coptic Scholar Ibn Al-Assal before 1295 AD. Up to that time, 
Copts in Egypt spoke and wrote in Coptic and even the affairs of Egypt were conducted in 
Coptic for the most part. 

 
The Bible is now translated to more than 3000 languages and dialects. These translations 

are reviewed by hundreds of scholars all against the Greek Original. The New Testament is 
always compared to the Greek original. The Old Testament is compared to the Hebrew Original 
or a trusted Greek version of the Old Testament called the Septuagint (70) that was translated 
from Hebrew to Greek by a Committee of seventy Jewish Scholars who were invited to 
Alexandria to do that work for Potlomeus the king of Egyptin the 3rd Centurey before Christ.  

 
Also, for Scholars and those who are concerned about accuracy of translation, there is 

study bibles that have the Greek text (you need to study Greek to use it) and it has the official 
translation as well as literal word for word translation, they call it "interlinear" As educated 
people we learn immediately that the meaning of the Greek text has been kept without change, 
but word for word translation is not intelligible, and that is why the translations use the pros of 
the target language so people can understand. The King James Version was commissioned by the 
James II, King of England in 1601. 

 
It is better not to discuss or argue because we are dealing with minds that are closed, and 

hearts that are hardened, but if you care, I refer you to some WEB Sites to help you, explain: 
http://www.arabicbible.com/arabic/a_bible/a_bible_beliefthatbiblewasfalsified.htm 

 
 
Evil and disbelief causes its followers to be aggressive in their attacks on the Bible and its 

authenticity, and causes the opposite side, I mean us to be fearful, afraid to speak. This is very  
obvious in what the Churches did in facing disbelief and blasphemy, and heresies after the post 
Nicene decline of the Church (451 A.D.). I wonder what we will do when we face the Sts. 
Athanassius the defender of the faith, Kyrillos (Cyril) the Pillar of faith, and Dioscoarus the 
Champion of the Orthodox faith. What are we to say to them?, we lost our courage, I guess! 

 
The people who are defending the sanctity of the Bible are very many. I can supply you 

with many more sources. The final conclusion of all of them is that: The accusation has been 
going on for 2000 years, where is their proof. They could never show us any proof that anything 
was changed from what was handed down from the days of the Disciples and Apostles who 
wrote it. Did they ever notice that there are hundreds of Christian denominations (Orthodox, 
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Catholic, and Protestants). We all agree on the Bible. Even the Jews agree with us on the part 
before Christ, Old Testament including Torah (Five Books of Moses); i.e written by Moses the 
“arch-propheteese” (The Head of the Prophets). 

 
In their ignorance they like to claim something that they have no right to claim, but what do 

you say to an ignorant person. They like to claim that it came from heaven? We say no. It was 
written by men of God guided and inspired by the Holy Spirit of God. Four Writers: Matthew, 
Luke, Mark, and John wrote the 4 Gospels. Each wrote in a different style, in a different place, 
and at a different time, as we explained before. Acts, the Epistles, and the Book of Revelation are 
also written by different writers. 

 
A believer takes all four gospels and marvels at the "manna"; the bread of life; that came 

down from heaven, the Word, God Incarnate, because He Incarnated (took flesh) and became 
man to save the human race from the condemnation of eternal death. The Epistles are messages 
from fathers of the Church to the different regions and nations they Evangelized (Preached the 
Good News of Jesus Christ). 

 
The unbeliever will not accept the truth no matter what we say, or what we do. The only 

thing we can do is to pray that someday God will open their eyes, and clear their minds so that 
they can hear and understand and have an inheritance with God as I am sure that you do. I pray 
always to see that day, and it happens to some everyday: “For with God nothing will be 
impossible." (Luke 1:36-38) 

 
It is not hard for God who changed Saul and made out of him St. Paul, a vessel for honor: 

“But the Lord said to him, "Go, for he is a chosen vessel of mine to bear my name before 
Gentiles, kings, and the children of Israel. For I will show him how many things he must suffer 
for my name's sake. And Ananias went his way and entered the house; and laying his hands on 
him he said, "Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on the road as you came, has 
sent me that you may receive your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit."  (Acts 9:15-17).  

He can also change many of the adversaries and make them reach the kingdom of God. It is 
amazing, many conversions are taking place now more than ever, why, because when people are 
seeking earnestly they find Him and they become more faithful than you and I can ever be. Our 
Lord Said: "Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears My voice and opens the 
door, I will come in to him and dine with him, and he with Me.". (Revelation 3:19-21). 

The Lord is Gentle. He does not force His way, because He created us in His Image and 
gave us the freedom to act. The Lord reminds us: "But the cowardly, unbelieving, and sinners, 
abominable, murderers, sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars shall have their part 
in the lake which burns with fire and brimstone, which is the second death." (Revelation 21:7-9) 

May our Lord guide all of us to the true and narrow path so we may be found worthy to be 
in his presence when He comes back in His Glory and the Glory of His Father, the Martyrs will 
come carrying their afflictions, the saints will come carrying their virtues. He will come in His 
Glory and the Glory of His Father to recompense everyone according to his deeds, O Christ the 
Word of the Father, grant us your true peace that exceeds all understanding.  

Glory always be to God forever. Amen.  
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CODEX SINAITICUS. (Esther ii. 3-
8)-Fourth or Fifth century.  
(Leipzig. Royal Library.) 

CODEX VATICANUS. (I Esdras ii. 1-8) 
Fourth century.  

(Rome, Vatican Library.) 

 
Figure 1. The CODEX SINAITICUS and CODEX VATICANUS Are the  

Oldest Copies of the Bible 



The Bible Is Holy, Pure, Clean, and Free from Falsification or Corruption                    Page 6of 10 
 

© 2003-2004 Cpyright, All Rights Reserved; William A. Hanna, Ph.D. St. Louis, Missouri, 63011; USA. 

Please read on, Professor Charles Leach study of the three oldest Greek Bible Manuscripts; 
Copyrighted 1898, by Fleming H. Revell Company, USA 

THE THREE OLDEST BIBLES IN THE WORLD 
(Charles Leach, 1898, USA) 

 

WANT to take you now to see three of the oldest Bibles in the world. They are all written 
in Greek and are very ancient. The names by which they are known are "The Alexandrian" MS., 
"The Vatican" MS., and "Sinaitic" MS. 
 
      These three faded old books are very precious indeed, and are very carefully treasured by the 
nations who possess them. It is rather remarkable that they now belong to the three great 
branches of the Christian Church,--the Greek, the Roman Catholic, and the Protestant Churches. 
One of them, the Sinaitic (known as Codex Aleph) is in the library at St. Petersburg, and the 
Greek Church greatly prizes it.1 Another, the Vatican (known as Codex B) is the valued treasure 
of the Roman Catholic Church and is in the Vatican library at Rome. And another the 
Alexandrian (known as Codex A) is in the British Museum, London, and is, of course, very 
greatly prized. I shall have a story to tell about [19] each of these books when we go to inspect 
them; but I want first to state something about their age and how it is determined. 

THE AGE OF THESE OLD MANUSCRIPTS. 
 
      It is not very easy to fix with certainty the exact date at which they were written, but we may 
feel sure that we are near the mark if we say they belong to the fourth and fifth centuries. If this 
be so, we may date them as from about the year 301 to 450 A. D. 
 
      But some readers may ask: How do we know the age of these manuscripts if they have no 
dates upon them? There are several ways of getting to know this, which I may explain in a few 
sentences. The form of the letters in which a manuscript is written; the way in which the words 
are joined together; and the plainness or ornamentation of the initial letters--each is a guide in 
fixing the date of a Greek document. 
 
      If you ever look at a Greek manuscript and find that all the writing is in capital letters and 
that the words in one line are all joined together without any division, you may conclude that it is 
of a very great age. It will be written thus, only in Greek characters:-- 
 
GODSOLOVEDTHEWORLDTHATHEGAVEHISONLYBEGOTTEN  
SONTHATWHOSOEVERBELIEVETHINHIMSHOULDNOTPERISH  
 
       The documents written in this way are called [20] uncial manuscripts, and are always 
ancient. Those which are modern are written in a running or flowing hand, and are called 
cursive. All these three old Bibles are uncial manuscripts. 
 
      If we could visit the British Museum we would see many copies of the Bible and other sacred 
books with most beautifully illuminated headings and initial letters. We would generally find that 
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these are comparatively modern works. But the very ancient Greek manuscripts, of which there 
are many beside the three under notice, are usually very plain, and always in the uncial style. 

I.--THE VATICAN MANUSCRIPT. 
      Come with me to the ancient city of Rome, that 
city which has played such a remarkable part in the 
religious and civil history of the world. If we have 
time it would be interesting while we are at Rome to 
visit the palace of the Caesars, and the house of 
Nero. We might see the Coliseum, the building into 
which Christians were flung to the wild beasts rather 
than part with their sacred books or dishonor their 
Lord and Savior. But we must go at once to the 
Vatican library. The Vatican manuscript (Codex B) 
is kept here. This library was founded by Nicholas 
V. about A. D. 1448, and this MS. appears in the first 
catalogue, compiled in the year 1475. Nothing is 
known of its [21]  

 

CODEX VATICANUS.  
 (I Esdras ii. 1-8)--Fourth century.  
(Rome, Vatican Library.) 

The Bible in Greek, written in uncial letters, 
probably in the fourth century. The text is arranged in three 
columns to a page except in the poetical books of the Old 
Testament, which are written in double column. 
Apparently in the tenth century, the writing was carefully, 
but quite unnecessarily, retraced in darker ink. The same 
hand added the breathings find accents. The MS. was 
already in the Vatican Library in Rome in the fifteenth 
century, but nothing is known of its previous history. 
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CODEX SINAITICUS.  
(Esther ii. 3-8)--Fourth or Fifth century.  
(Leipzig. Royal Library.) 

      The Bible in Greek, written in uncial letters, probably in 
the fourth or fifth century. The text is arranged in four columns to a 
page, except in the poetical books of the Old Testament, which are 
written in double column. 
 
 
        previous history but its present custodians have 
guarded it with the most jealous care, and access to it 
was often difficult to obtain. But thirty years ago, Pius IX 
was the occupant of Peter's chair, and a photographic fac 
simile was issued. 
 
      We notice that it is in book form, having more than 
700 leaves about 12 inches square. Each page contains 
three columns, except the poetical books of the Old 
Testament, which are in double column; and the writing 
is all in capital letters. It is almost a complete copy of the 
Bible, It has lost Genesis, chapters i. to xlvi., Psalms cx. 
[22] to cxxxvii., and all that follows Hebrews ix., 14. 
 

THE OLDEST BIBLE KNOWN. 
 
      As we look at this book we may conclude that we 
gaze at the oldest Greek Bible known to the world. I say 
known to the world, because there may be other precious 
treasures older even than this hid away among the 
rubbish of some of the convents and other places, some 
day to be brought to light, as was the Sinaitic manuscript 
about which I am to tell you the story directly. But this is 
the oldest at present known. It carries us back probably to 
the beginning of the fourth century. For more than 1500 
years this manuscript has been in the world; and it is a 
standing proof that if our Bible is an invention, it must 
have been forged before the fourth century, when this 
manuscript was written. 
 

II.--THE SINAITIC MANUSCRIPT. 
 
      From Rome, in Italy, let us go to St. Petersburg in Russia. As we travel from the west to the 
east, from the center of the Latin to the headquarters of the Greek Church, I may say that we are 
going to see the famous Sinaitic manuscript (Codex Aleph).2 
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      This is also in book form; each page contains four columns, except the poetical books of the 
Old Testament, which are arranged as in Codex B. It is believed to be almost, if not quite, as 
ancient as the Vatican [23] MS. But its story is most remarkable. For generations, perhaps even 
for centuries, it lay beneath the books and rubbish of a convent, and was only discovered, as we 
say, by an accident. 
 
      There was a famous German scholar, named Dr. Tischendorf, who devoted nearly the whole 
of his life to searching for and studying ancient manuscripts of the Bible. All who love the Bible 
are placed under lasting obligations to him for his discoveries and investigations. It seems that he 
traveled through many parts of the East, searching all the old libraries into which he could obtain 
access. 
 

MANUSCRIPT USED FOR LIGHTING FIRES. 
      In the year 1844 he was paying a visit to St. [24] Catherine's convent at the foot of Mt. Sinai, 
when he made a fortunate discovery. In the hall of the convent there stood a basket filled with 
parchments ready for the fire, and he was told two similar basketfuls had been burned. 
 
      On examining the contents of the basket he was surprised to find parchment leaves of the 
Greek Old Testament, the most ancient he had ever seen. He was unable to conceal his joy, and 
was allowed to take away one-third or about forty-three sheets. Though the lot was destined for 
the fire, his joy at his discovery roused the suspicions of the monks, and led them to think that 
perhaps the manuscripts were valuable, and so they would not give him any more. Tischendorf 
deposited the portion in the Royal Library, at Leipzig, to which he gave the name of "Codex 
Frederick Augustus" in acknowledgment of the patronage given to him by the King of Saxony. 
 

SUCCESSFUL AT LAST. 
      But in the year 1859, or about fifteen years after his dip into the basket, be was again at the 
convent, armed with a commission from the Russian Emperor. His second visit promised to be a 
failure, and he was about to depart without having made any fresh discovery, but on the evening 
before he had arranged to leave, he was walking in the grounds with the steward of the convent, 
who asked him [25] into his cell to take some refreshment. As they conversed, the monk 
produced a bundle wrapped in red cloth. To his great delight Tischendorf found not only some of 
the fragments which he had seen before, but other parts of the Old Testament, and the New 
Testament complete, and some other writings besides. 
 
      After a while, through the influence of the Emperor, the manuscript was obtained from the 
convent and brought to the Imperial Library at St. Petersburg, in which we now see it, and it has 
become the most precious treasure in the possession of the Greek Church.3* A fac simile of this 
valuable manuscript is to be seen in the British Museum. 
 
      If the contents of that one basket have so enriched us, what a treasure we might have had if 
the contents of those two other baskets had been saved from the fire! What other priceless 
documents are yet to be brought to light we cannot tell. [26] 
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      1 Bought by the British Government in 1933 from the Soviet for $500,000. [19]  
      2 Placed in the British Museum in London. Dec. 24, 1933. [23]  
      3 See "How we got our Bible," by Dr. J. P. Smyth; and "Smith's Bible Dictionary," for some of the suggestions 
of this chapter.  
     * The manuscript was purchased by the British Government in 1933 and is now in the British Museum in 
London. [26]  [HWGI 19-26] 
  


